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MffiIDENT'S UESSAGE

Hail and Faremell"

A student of history recalls actions of the past to
relate what roust cone about in the future. Perhaps we
reflect too nnuch on what has been and neglect wh,:t shoulC
be. Itlot that the past isnrt rlesenring of respect end. honor,for it does provide a base of operations. This basc must
not becone a, anchor. To survive as a soeiety we nust grow
as individuals and accept the needs of a totar society, notnerely our personal- relati.onships.

tflith this neeting I beoone part of the past of the
society, and with a great pride I thank you for the honor c'f
serving as an officer this last three trre&Tsr From each of
you I have learned, and as you know, thj.s is ny great
long:ing - to Iearn.

I{ere we can pause to establish a lirrk between past anrl
future by honorinb tUe efforts of ttrose who wi-ll gulde the
eociety in this coming eighteenth year. The base has been
provided. Now we nust prepare for vftat can be, what should
be and what uust be.

Those of you who live outstate and those of you who
live near by can offer much besj-des your nenbershipc You can
let the ed,itor know what you g?ow, what problems you face,
how you are affected by what we print, correct our uiscon-
ceptions and see your interest grow with one partgraph or
a whole page.

t{e have today more beautiful ancl interesting Iris forms
than ever before. The growers have rnore customersr and the
populari-ty of these nagnificent plants is rising a,s people
return to the earbh for satisfaction in Ilfe. [here is no
rea,son vrhy you cantt naintain your membersh-i-p and add a
friend. These bulletins cornnunicate with all of us; nore
lmportantly, they bring those away from the city a means of
sharing lnformation :nd love of the Genus lris.

In two years the socj-ety will reflect on its twentie*h
year of existance. At that time we should stand out as en
example to every other organization in horticu-Ltr:re for
providing our memberslr-lp an4 the public with infor:ration,
incentj-ve and respecto

- Waruen Johnson
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IIIEETING November 2O B:O0 P.Itl.

Guaranty State Beni{ --- J700 Tfest Bnoaclway

1. Installation of Officers

2. Soils - [he presence end effeets of fung:i., bacteria,
a^nd nernatodeg.

'*';ff ;:,3i$u"rT#ff:l3i"l' 
** Patholosist,

1. Annua.l Christnas Party,

1- Christnas music m[11 be played during the luncheon.
2- Gift excho^ylg€r Sning a gardening gC.ft (under S1.00). Designate

on the package whetber for a man or wouata.
1- Bring sone Christmas Good.ies for refreshnents.

Visitors are welcone.

INDIAN SUIU${ER

Serenity enfolrls the farmert s day

As autumn wanes; time rnoves at slower pace

Before the, season ends 3 a mornent I s grece

fc savor now

The beeuty of a tawny fal} bouquet

A leafless bough,

0r scents from tree and vine by sun dlstilled;
A world at rest, its covenant fulfilleC.

- Clarice A. ReYnolrls

Calendar of eventg -
Chrysarrthemum Show.
The Minneapolie Park and Recreation Soard inv:ites you to the

44th Annua"l ilh.rn Show, NSP Iobby | 414 llicollet M411, November L4-26.
(This year the flower show has a touch of the 0rient, .to r.eurinC us
that the rr:n, after all, is an Oriental blossom.) 0ver 4O0r000 bloons
on 4r0OO plants.

Dontt forget the Christmas Party on nert Thursday, Nov. 20th. This is our
final meeting for this year. Cone and have a good tj.me.



AROUND IIM $IIIN CITY IRIS GAMEI\]S

By Greta Kessenich

Iris Season oa,me early this year. I know a queen could be found in every
garden, Mr. Sacco had five blossoms open at one tine on a stalk of KMGHTII0ODT also
on ROYAL IIAEESTRY, Ii[r. Ipsen hail four flowers open at one time on SPRING N0CTURXIE.

Most rxrusual, as this is an oncobred, parentage (Sable x Capitola. ) Stovers Gr-rrdens

had a tremendous stalk of BLUE BARON with five flowers at one time. AIso, SUN

IIIRACI,E, with its strong stem and good branchlng, proudly displayed the vivid
coloring of a glistening yellow luster of five flowers open at one tine. A pi.cture
appeared in the Minneapolis Star of nr1rs. Carl Johnson and her specimen iris sta.lk
of five blossons,

It was a good year for the irises and all plants did especially weII. A clump
of strong blue-green foliage was a picture in itself, especially when stalks of
SLIIE MOUMAIIE, a rich blue violet, came into bloom; the same for GRACIE EFOSI, with
huge flowers of a blend of rich rose and copperr Gorden Eloughts SlrrEHI ONE was
equally beautiful, a medium flower of a shade of delicate pink. Iiloldova,nrs IRISH
IUtLAtr is an extremely lacecl rich pink. A real beauty. But let us not overlook
ESTHER FAY, a fresh pink oolor with a bright reddi.sh beard. Cou1d. an;rone ever pass
by a big clunp of Hallts SPRING FBStML, a defln:ite apple blossom pinkr also his
L{AITVE MINK? I ttdnk nott Sch$elzer's ANGEI IffiICS is a luminous pink. The bud wlth
tips showing is a beauty in itself. BREATIIIiESS is a smooth, beautiful -t-ailored-9if5,exceptionally attractiv6. It grows to perfection in the lp6en gardeno Noydrs FLI
LII\IE most certainly ls a light green - a fluted, flaring flower of great beauty.
Fayrs FUil'.CINO DB,\GON ls a tailored flower of blended tones of apricot-orange. A
very pretty iris"

YSS SIR, DENIIER MIM and SUNIiII SPLENDOR ere very special with their rleep
golden color a;rd good strong growbh habits. They bring sunshine to arry garden.
Schreinerts GAY IJGHT$ is truly a spellbinder, with coppery browrl standards Bnd

falls of yeIlow go1d. GINGffiSIr}AP - a spicy ginger Urown. A real picture, planted
beside one of the yellows just mentioned. The real beauty is GLOi{IIIG TIARA, a blend
of copperr rose and carmine w:ith an overtone of bluen One can never forget MAGIC
CIRqfE - stately, taIl, showy white with blue stitching. SUTfm,S FALIS - that is
my kind of flower. Large, strong, beautiful; a blend oi golden brown wi.th a blue
blaze over all. Breathtaklngl One more to be nentioned before I leave the Schreinerflowers, and it is CHRISTIVIAS TIUIE. Yes, CHRISTtuIAS TIftlE, a gorg:eous white iris witha thick red beard. Be1j.eve ne, itrs beautifull

Gaulterrs new NORMANDIE g:ives one a feeling of freshness. Pretty tight lavender
lilac shading to white in the cent4r of the falls. Lovely. Beautiful blues I saw
were Cliff Bensonrs HELEN TRAUffiL, JEAIV SIffiIIUS, IfoLlovanrs STERLING SIIVER and
Kroekes' CR05S COUIiITRY. DeForestrs HIGH ASOVE is well named. It grew ta1l end the
sky blue flowers were ruffled and flaring"

Recently I retricved one of my L947 catalogs which 1s marked as to fragrance.
It stated that AL{IGO, BLACK F0REST, BLtl}JrOI{R, }IIARY E. NICHOI&S and BLUE RIIYTHM were
fragrant. These old friends are still found in rny garden, kept there for speciat
reasons. Mary Duvall, our Editor, is in charge of the iris pla.ntings at the

.FRAGtuINCE GAA.DEN, a Civic Project being developed b;r her garden club at thc
Minnesota Organization of Blind, Inc" Iocated at Como and Eustice in St. Paul.
Fragrant irises as well as other flowers vrere planted cluring the pcst two years,
in time for the NationaJ- Convention of the blind wh:ich wiII be held in the fwin
Cities in 1970. fhe garden i.s being included ln the tour. Next blooming scason take
speci-al note of the.plicatas, as to fragrance; also try to detect the lerfume of anlndj-vidual flower. (sive the n:me to our Editor) T[e knlw that in an earry.morn:ingvisit to the gardens the perfune of the irises is prevelent.

1



GARITEN CHORES--

If you have not already covered ycur
nowr Lay a cover of marsh hay at least 6"
over the edges, to g:rve good protection.

Do not let your .irises go into winter rlry. IIAIIA WEILr if the soil is not
raolstr

Use 0f DD{I In lviir:nesota

i,rrith the considerable amount of publicity being given to DilI and its
effects, it might be well to point out that this insecticide has only two
recommended agricultural uses in Minnesota, as stated in "SummarSr of Insect
Control Recommendations" by the University of }4innesota Ogeg). Soth uses are
listed as I'questionablefl and are: 1) for European corn borer (t of I compou.nds
listed); 2) for plant bugs in alfalfa and clover (1 of 2 cornpounds listed).

Accordi-ng to information presented at a recent legislative hearing:r the
whole value'of DDrI sold in Dlinnesota last year was $1lrOO0. Eviclently much of
it is used around buildings arrd for garden and orchard spraying. It is not used
for control of mosquitoes by the Metropolitan }{osquj-to Control District - &bate
being the only chemj.ca.l- larvicide applied.

Dr. John B. Uloyle, Technlcal Services Section, MCD.
from the COItsERVATION V0LUIrIIEBR, Setrrt-0c+,. 1969

Iris versicolor - ottr own Native B[ue Fla,g

lJllhen is the last time that you saw a large swanp of iris versicolor in
bloon? Next sprin€ pay particular attention to sone of your native irises.
Ie versj.color is native to Minnesota. There are ertensive patches in tbe swamps
beyond Coon Rapids in Grow llownship. }fany of the marshes are being filled in,
so they are slowly disappearing from the lfirin City area, but tfte areas in
Norbhern trfllnnesota are still relatively untouohed.

I. versieolor has a chromosome count of 108 - the hi-ghest known chroroosome
oount in an iris species. Evidence accumulated in the study of I. versicolor
seems to indicate that the parentage involved I. setosa (count JB) and Io shrevei
(count 70 - 72). /L reunant of Atast<an specimens of I. setosa, those fron the
Upner Yukon, an Bxea unglaciated even while coastal Alaska and virtually atl
of Canada Iay under the great Po1ar lce Cap of the Ice Ages, are of the typethat is assumed to have covered this arear md combined witf, tne shrevei,
(whioh uoved northwarrl following glaciation), to give us the anph-i-dip1oid,
vigorous I. versicolor, of such invasive nature that it has silocessfully spread
to cover the post-glacial area, where it is now recognized as a major spesir:s.

References -
Signa - Speoies Iris Study Group. "The interesting origj-n of iris versicolor"
by Roy Davidson. p 20-2I. April, 195S - Nol I

(This publication is available fron" our society library. )
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iris plantingsr it is time to do so
deep over the beds r extending well



The follovring poragraphs are taken from an article written for the firy*I:1q-
bj'Jultus Vfaaela,nper, following his trip to the IMERIIA$IONAI I,I[Y C0NFERENCE

iir l-ondon, Edinburgh, md Amsterdan, July L3-27, L969,'-

Ilorticulture has rea,l ueaning in European countriesr'md especially in England'. 
-plants are awarded great reslect, so much so that it is against the law to cut down

a tree in England - even on onets own properby. They are the heritsge of the country
and the teauiifut and massive oaks j-n the efa;in fields and pastr.rres break a;ry

monotony that could be present by j.:rterninable fields w:ith no trees. !,'uery English
home has a garden, usually flowers in front and vegetables i.n back. Those people
who live in-apartments have allotments outside the city where they can rlo their
garderrtng. Manlr have snall greenhouses, properly refemed to as glass - and they

"r1"" mrrry tf,ings rtlurcler gla,ss", The Royal l{orticultural Society holds a fortnight
show, so iarge that lt would put nost of our county fairs to shame' Ar5rone can
bring their inrits, flowers, vegetables and herbs and the care ta.Icen in grooning
the vegetables for show is more than most of us take in amang'ing a vase of flowers.
There are nany varieties of cuments, gooseberries, strawberries, a.rad raspbeffies
ancl the Baglish know their fruits and vegetables by variet,el names and most of thei-r
flovrers by botanical names. England is tnrly a land dedicated to the careful
cultivation of plantsn As a result seed houses and nursery compan:ies are plentiful.

A. visit to Kew ws^s scheduled for Monday afternoon. Here is to be fou:rd ohe of the
largest plant collections of the world inclurling both live plants and herbarium
specimens. I spent nost of the a^fternoon in the herb.arium working on erythronj.um
propullans. Gray, a specimen thnt I contributed to Kew, their only other one bej-ng
the type specinen contributed by Asa Gray in 187I.... T,ilindsor Great Park, the Queenrs
sumer residence goes back to prehistory, It ie 4r5OO acres of rolling land set
amidst dense forsets a,nd fields and pastures dotted with ancient oak trees. Windsc'r
Palace, set on the highest elevation dominates the scene... Savill Gardens ere in
ltTindsor Great Park and are under the direction of Sir Eric Savill. He was on ha;:d
to show us the acreage and to personally point out all the many plants grovrn to
perfection..trees, shrubs, and herbaceous p3-ants aborrnd in the Sevill Gardens and
are truly beautiful. The Chinese dogwood on the slope going down to the pond that
was edged with Japanese j.ris in full bloom nacle a most impressive picture. One
could spend marqr days studying the plants of this garden anrl appreciating thenlo..

Friday a,fternoon we risited the Royal HorticuLture Societies ge,rdens at Wisley. They
are highlighted by whatever happens to be your interest in gr"rdening. There are
flower trial gardens, fnri-t trie.l gardens, berri-es antl vegetables, greenhouses,
alpi.ne gardens, water gardens, rock gardens oceupying the entire slope of a large
hill; whatever your heart desires. This was my favorite garden, because here we
found everSrthing fronr the newest to the oldest a.nd because of my special j.nterest in
trials of new varieties. One pimk delphinir:m particularly inpressed me. Grapes hang
in tempting clusters fron the rafters of the greenhouses, and an entire peech
orchard - a small one - Tras grorrn unrLer glass...On Tilednesday we toured lord
Elptr:ingstomer s Drurnkilbo home. The thing that impresses me hcre was the "kitchen
garden". In fact, these kj.tchen gardene had been leaving me breathless aI] over
Englondr but this one was without comp&rer Yegetables of every variety, all kinds
of bemies End fruits, both in the open and under glass were grown, all for use in
the kitchen. The beds were edged by borders of trimried grass lnd it looked like
pick5ng vegetables would have been a great deaL of fun" There were no weeds in sight.
In the afternoon we visited the already mentioned Kelllour Castle. Here again vr&s
a uagnificent kitchen garden, but the impressive thing was the large collecticn of
very different and rare plan*s,.. ". r



:I,iBY JOiN TIIE ST jiTE SOCIETY?
By E. Mr Hunt

Why should a group such ae ours join (affiliate with) the lttlnnesota State
Horticultural Society? Because.doing so secures services and sdvanta,ges that can be

obtained in no other way.

trirst, the individual nemben receives cerba:in iirect benefits; the HORTI*

CULTURIST riragazine ( B issues per --up:to-date authoritative gardening information
specifi.:ca1ly for Minnesota); Ioan of library materials (6OO voltunes covering every
pfrase of poputar gardening); gardening questions answered by letter or telephone.
These are-pioviOeA to meubers-of a"ffili;te groups for the club rate of S2.00 per
member, pei year instead of the $2.5O fee charged non-group uernbers.

[s a group certain other advantages &re securedi The uonthly garden qrriz and
other occasional progran helps and suggestions; loan slide sets and notes for
presentation at meetings (for $1.00 use fee); assistance in obtoining speakers-or
juciges for special occisions; space in the HORTICUI-TIIRIST nagazine for horticultural
inforuation or publicizing special projects or events.

Perhaps the greatest of a}l benefits are the "intan€:ibresrr-- thingp that get
done, and opportunities that are ,leveloped because many persong and groups work
together for the general rradvancement of the art and science of horticulture'l
in Minnesota.

The State Society serves as a central, unifying orgauiza*,ion coordinating the
lnterests and volunteLr efforbs of menbers and merober-groups throughout the state.
Through combj.ned effort and supporb many projects end institutions for the benefit
of all were brought into being --such as: festing prog:rams end recornrnended variety
lists, experinnental stations qnd the Fruit Bneeding Farm, the landscape i\rboretum,
judges and exhibitor training schools and the certification of flor'rer show judges,
*ietrict and state garden lnfomation forums.

Thus, the mernber gets his moneyts worth in dlrect and indirect benefits. In
addition he has the considcrable saiisfaction of knowing that through his menber
support he has helped make Minnesota a great Horticultural State.

Fron Xour Editor:

I would Like to thank those who have so willingly written articlee for the
ItNews.and. Viewsrt this past yeari Your contributions have nade the work of
publishing the newsletter so nluch easier for rne.

fhose of you who feel that certaj.n areas have been neglected - write nte your
views. I anr always in need of material, and an especi-ally grateful to those who
will take the time to write. Bhe "News and Vierrs" will be irnproved only if you
add your contributi.on. 'rDonrt let George d.o ittrr

Gardeners a,re an indepenrlant lot; and as each one of us has a method that
works best for us, we should have a number of differing viewpoints. IIe are
interested in how YOU garden, wh.et works best for you. Share your experiences.

Add a new dimension to your garderri.ng this winter - lTrj-te r"bout it..'

PAJ YOLIR DITES hTOTI - FOR 1970"


